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Hijikata’s dialogue for the performance of Bugs Crawl 
(from a note of one of his own pupils) 


A bug is crawling on the back of your right hand, 

Asecond bug is creeping down from your left side of your neck to your back, 
A third bug is wriggling up along your inner thigh, 

A fourth bug is squirming down from your left shoulder to your chest, 

A fifth bug ... 

Ah, where is it ? 

You’re so itchy, here and there. You can’t stand still. 

Itchiness is shoving you all around, 


Itchiness under your chin, itchiness at the base of your ears, itchiness around your elbows, 
itchiness around your kneecaps, itchiness around your waist, 


Ah! There’re five-hundred of them! 


Around your eyes, around your mouth, in your ears, between your fingers, in every mucous 
membrane 


Five thousand bugs 
A bug on every hair, 
A bug in every pore, 


From there two hundred thousand bugs are crawling down into your guts and drilling them 
voraciously, 


Having eaten them up the bugs are coming out of your body through the pores, 


Now they are eating the space around your body, 


Now the bugs are full of the outer space and are being eaten (together with it ) by another kind 
of bugs, 


Lo! The whole universe is being eaten up by another-another kind of bugs. 
( Half a billion bugs on a tree. The inside is all gone ) 
This is the end of the world. 


All has deceased. 


from Georg Christoph Lichtenberg, The Waste Books, 
written 1765-1799, 
translated by R.J. Hollingdale (2000) 


Notebook J, aphorism 70 


The fly that does not want to be swatted is safest if it sits on the fly-swat. 


Notebook J, aphorism 77 

Delight at having understood a very abstract and obscure system leads most people to believe 
in the truth of what it demonstrates. 

Notebook G, aphorism 29 


There are very many people who read simply to prevent themselves from thinking. 


Notebook D, aphorism 96 


To do the opposite of something is also a form of imitation, namely an imitation of its opposite. 


Notebook E, aphorism 65 

Do we write books so that they shall merely be read? Don't we also write them for employment 
in the household? For one that is read from start to finish, thousands are leafed through, other 
thousands lie motionless, others are jammed against mouseholes, thrown at rats, others are 
stood on, sat on, drummed on, have gingerbread baked on them or are used to light pipes. 
Notebook F, aphorism 82 

If we make a couple of discoveries here and there we need not believe things will go on like this 
for ever.... Just as we hit water when we dig in the earth, so we discover the incomprehensible 
sooner or later. 

Notebook F, aphorism 123 

What is the good of drawing conclusions from experience? | don't deny we sometimes draw the 
right conclusions, but don't we just as often draw the wrong ones? 

Notebook F, aphorism 47 

We say that someone occupies an Official position, whereas it is the official position that 
occupies him. 

Notebook K, aphorism 68 

The greatest events occur without intention playing any part in them; chance makes good 


mistakes and undoes the most carefully planned undertaking. The world's greatest events are 
not produced, they happen. 


Notebook B, aphorism 44 


If an angel were ever to tell us anything of his philosophy | believe many propositions would 
sound like 2 times 2 equals 13. 
Notebook L, aphorism 81 


With most people disbelief in a thing is founded on a blind belief in some other thing. 


Notebook C, aphorism 33 


Even truth needs to be clad in new garments if it is to appeal to a new age. 


Notebook D, aphorism 97 

We are obliged to regard many of our original minds as crazy at least until we have become as 
clever as they are. 

Notebook E, aphorism 36 

Be wary of passing the judgment: obscure. To find something obscure poses no difficulty: 
elephants and poodles find many things obscure. 

Notebook F, aphorism 53 


Doubt must be no more than vigilance, otherwise it can become dangerous. 


Notebook F, aphorism 81 

There is no more important rule of conduct in the world than this: attach yourself as much as 
you can to people who are abler than you and yet not so very different that you cannot 
understand them. 


Notebook F, aphorism 73 


| have remarked very clearly that | am often of one opinion when | am lying down and of another 
when | am standing up. 


Notebook H, aphorism 4 


We accumulate our opinions at an age when our understanding is at its weakest. 


Notebook H, aphorism 23 


With prophecies the commentator is often a more important man than the prophet. 


Notebook G, aphorism 42 


The American who first discovered Columbus made a bad discovery. 


Notebook H, aphorism 7 


The most dangerous untruths are truths slightly distorted. 


Notebook B, aphorism 41 
People often become scholars for the same reason they become soldiers: simply because they 


are unfit for any other station. Their right hand has to earn them a livelihood; one might say they 
lie down like bears in winter and seek sustenance from their paws. 


Notebook E, aphorism 91 


We do not think good metaphors are anything very important, but | think that a good metaphor is 
something even the police should keep an eye on... 


Notebook H, aphorism 26 


Sometimes men come by the name of genius in the same way that certain insects come by the 
name of centipede -- not because they have a hundred feet, but because most people can't 
count above fourteen.-- 


Notebook H, aphorism 65 


It is almost impossible to carry the torch of wisdom through a crowd without singeing someone's 
beard. 


Notebook K, aphorism 99 


The often unreflected respect for old laws, old customs and old religion we have to thank for all 
mischief in the world. 


Notebook A, aphorism 64 


Now that education is so easy, men are drilled for greatness, just as dogs are trained to retrieve. 
In this way we've discovered a new sort of genius, those great at being drilled. These are the 
people who are mainly spoiling the market. 


Notebook J, aphorism 35 


When a book and a head collide and a hollow sound is heard, must it always have come from 
the book? 


Michael Taussig 
| swear | saw this: drawings in fieldwork notebooks, namely my own 


Not to put too fine a point on it, the notebook becomes not just the guardian of experience but 
its continuous revision as well, a peculiar and highly specialized organ of consciousness no less 
than an outrigger of the soul. It becomes an extension of oneself, if not more self than oneself. If 
a camera is a technical device that more often than not gets in the way—gets between me and 
people—the diary or fieldwork notebook is a technical device of a very different order and even 
more magical than the much-acclaimed magic of photography. 


from THE JOURNAL OF JULES RENARD 


1887 
Work thinks; laziness muses. 
She has a very mean way of being kind. 


| have an almost incessant need of speaking evil of others; but no interest at all in doing evil to 
them. 


It astounds us to come upon other egoists, as though we alone had the right to be selfish, and 
be filled with eagerness to live 


We often wish we could exchange our natural family for a literary one of our choice, in order that 
we might call the author of a moving page “brother”. 


Sometimes everything around me seems so diffuse, so tremulous, so little solid, that | imagine 
this world to be only the mirage of a world to come: its projection. We seem to be still far from 
the forest; and even though the great trees already cast their shadow over us, we still have a 
long journey to make before we walk under their branches. 

It is in the heart of the city that one writes the most inspired pages about the country. 


1888 


A thought written down is dead. It was alive. It lives no longer. It was a flower. Writing it down 
has made it artificial, that is to say, immutable. 


In order to do certain crazy things, it is necessary to behave like a coachman who has let go of 
the reins and fallen asleep. 


1889 
A peasant must be twice sure of a fact before he will bet on it. 


The scholar generalizes, the artist individualizes. 


The blackbird, that minuscule crow. 

Men of nature, as they are called, do not spend much time talking about nature. 
The ideal of calm exists in a sitting cat. 

Asimple man, a man who has the courage to have a legible signature. 

To have a horror of the bourgeois is bourgeois. 


The friendship of a talented man of letters would be a great benefaction. It is a pity that those 
whose good graces we yearn for are always dead. 


| can’t get around this dilemma: | have a horror of troubles, but they whip me up, they make me 
talented. Peace and well-being, on the contrary, paralyze me. Either be a nobody, or 
everlastingly plagued. | must make a choice. 

| prefer to be plagued. | am stating it. 

I'll be properly annoyed when | am taken at my word. 

| read novel upon novel, | stuff myself with them, inflate myself with them, I’m full up to my throat 
with them, in order that | may be disgusted with their commonplaces, their repetitions, their 


conventions, their systematic methods of procedure; and that | may do otherwise 


This evening, memories are using my brain as a tambourine. 
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Joubert had this gift. He never wrote a book. He only prepared to write one, resolutely seeking 
the exact conditions that would allow him to write it. Then he forgot even his plan. --Maurice 
Blanchot 


The Notebooks of Joseph Joubert (1883) 
As translated by Paul Auster 


We comprehend the earth only when we have known heaven. Without the spiritual world the 
material world is a disheartening enigma. 


Some find activity only in repose, and others repose only in movement. 
We use up in the passions the stuff that was given us for happiness. 
God has commanded time to console the afflicted. 

When you go in search of honey you must expect to be stung by bees. 
The direction of the mind is more important than its progress. 

He who has imagination without learning has wings but no feet. 

It is better to debate a question without settling it than to settle a question without debating it. 
Ask the young. They know everything. 

It is easy to understand God as long as you don't try to explain him. 
Pleasures are always children, pains always have wrinkles. 

Eyes raised towards Heaven are always beautiful, whatever they be. 
Good impulses are naught, unless they become good actions. 

All luxury corrupts either the morals or the taste. 


When | see young people such as those of our day, | think that Heaven wishes to destroy the 
world. 


To be capable of respect is, in these days, almost as rare as to be worthy of it. 
Le génie commence les beaux ouvrages, mais le travail seul les achéve. 
Genius begins beautiful works, but only labor finishes them. 

To teach is to learn twice over. 

He who has no poetry in himself will find poetry in nothing. 


Thought forms in the soul the same way clouds form in the air. 


The aim of an argument or discussion should not be victory, but progress. 


It is not facts, but rumors that cause emotions among the people. What is believed creates 
everything. 


Are you listening to the ones who keep quiet? 
Writing is closer to thinking than to speaking. 
Wisdom is the strength of the weak. 

The good is worth more than the best. 


Here is the desert. In this silence, everything speaks to me: and in your noise, everything falls 
silent. 


The number of books is infinite. 


Walt Whitman 
Song of Myself 


Part 50 
There is that in me—I do not know what it is—but | know it is in me. 


Wrench'd and sweaty—calm and cool then my body becomes, 
| sleep—lI sleep long. 


| do not know it—it is without name—it is a word unsaid, 
It is not in any dictionary, utterance, symbol. 


Something it swings on more than the earth | swing on, 
To it the creation is the friend whose embracing awakes me. 


Perhaps | might tell more. Outlines! | plead for my brothers and sisters. 
Do you see O my brothers and sisters? 


It is not chaos or death—it is form, union, plan—it is eternal 
life—it is Happiness. 


Part 51 


The past and present wilt—I have fill'd them, emptied them. 
And proceed to fill my next fold of the future. 


Listener up there! what have you to confide to me? 

Look in my face while | snuff the sidle of evening, 

(Talk honestly, no one else hears you, and | stay only a minute longer.) 
Do | contradict myself? 

Very well then | contradict myself, 

(| am large, | contain multitudes. ) 


| concentrate toward them that are nigh, | wait on the door-slab. 


Who has done his day's work? who will soonest be through with his supper? 
Who wishes to walk with me? 


Will you speak before | am gone? will you prove already too late? 


Part 52 


The spotted hawk swoops by and accuses me, he complains of my gab 
and my loitering. 


| too am not a bit tamed, | too am untranslatable, 
| sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world. 


The last scud of day holds back for me, 


It flings my likeness after the rest and true as any on the shadow'd wilds, 
It coaxes me to the vapor and the dusk. 


| depart as air, | shake my white locks at the runaway sun, 
| effuse my flesh in eddies, and drift it in lacy jags. 


| bequeath myself to the dirt to grow from the grass | love, 
If you want me again look for me under your boot-soles. 


You will hardly know who | am or what | mean, 
But | shall be good health to you nevertheless, 
And filter and fibre your blood. 


Failing to fetch me at first keep encouraged, 
Missing me one place search another, 
| stop somewhere waiting for you. 


from 
REMEMBERING HAROLD NORSE 
by Eddie Woods 
Now to flash forward for a moment. Then forward again. Before getting back to the Harold 
Norse Of Course reading. And its lively aftermath. When | was tidying up Harold's temporary 
quarters after his departure (not that there was much to tidy, unlike in the wake of Micheline's 
week-long maelstrom residency in '82!), | discovered a scrap of notepaper filled with seemingly 
random yet fevered jottings in Harold's hand. Unfortunately | neglected to make a photocopy of 
said scribbling before sending it off to Stanford University with the rest of my archive. And thus 
have to paraphrase from memory. But clear memory as to the essence, so penetrating was the 
impression it left. It went something like: 'Never acknowledged me. Didn't give me credit. The 
cut-ups. Everything else. My role in his book...' But what mostly stood out was a name: 'Brion.' 
Six years later, in Memoirs of a Bastard Angel, Harold would elaborate on this lingering 
resentment toward an individual for whom he'd initially had warm and admiring feelings: 
"Without my prodding and editing, as he admitted, Gysin would not have produced his first 
writings on cut-ups, which have now become the handbook for the method. It also resulted in 
his novel The Process. In his writings and interviews no mention is made of this indebtedness... 
"If, at Burroughs’ insistence, | had not moved into the Beat Hotel, if | hadn't hounded Gysin to 
write about cut-ups and edited them and gotten them published, would he have written at 


all?...Would Brion have had a Dreamachine? Or his Permutations (poems) recorded by the 
BBC, and so on? 

"Only you ever encouraged me to the point of bullying, Harold' [Brion later wrote me]. 'You're 
responsible for THE PROCESS. It grew out of that time you set me to writing something and | 
obeyed you...| summon you to stir up a controversy and save me on this writing course you set 
me on, Harold Norse, when you were sitting down there in Room Nine on your rotting 
vegetables." 

Harold goes on to detail the history of his collaboration with Gysin. How he urged Brion to 
write about his relationship with Bill Burroughs and cut-ups. His dogged persistence finally 
paying off, despite Brion's despondent doubts about his own worth as both a painter and a 
writer. Within a month a bulky manuscript was plunged into Harold's hands. Accompanied by a 
demand that Harold "clean up the mess" that Brion held him responsible for. A task Harold dove 
into with unbridled eagerness. Blue-pencilling, deleting, slashing, revising, condensing, 
rewriting. The works. Then doing it again and again after Brion had done his own rewrites. "It 
was major surgery," Harold writes, "a Caesarean. This was our baby." Brion christened the 
offspring "Cut-Ups: Project for a Disastrous Success." Whereupon Harold arranged for its partial 
publication in Evergreen Review; and also in Ira Cohen's magazine Gnaoua, where it appeared 
alongside excerpts from Burroughs’ The Soft Machine, lan Sommerville's permutated photo 
experiment "Mr and Mrs D," and Harold's own cut-up fiction "Sniffing Keyholes." Joy all around. 
Until some years later. After vowing that were any book of the writings Harold had midwifed 
someday compiled it would be dedicated to him, Brion reneged on his pledge. Even telling 
Harold to his face: "My novel, The Process, is being published by Doubleday, but | am not 
dedicating it to you." 

"| didn't ask why," Harold continues his narrative. "| already knew. No good deed goes 
unpunished. He was editing me out. 











*soulm ebpug Aeg sepnjoxe BUC 
"SUOI}}EDO] |Je ye ajQe|leAe aq jou Aew seHeieneg pauree4 
“BUIM JO Sapy}Og 4eBie] 40 jw OSZ xIs Ang NOK usU/\A 


Hier en el 





lad c 
‘ 


Barbecue Nae wire 


Sauce (ELOMANNS 
Seleciuanet®s, | 2S 
17.5-18 02 HELM igi 


. 2 25 
for 








429 | |) cee 









¢ indicator in a cay uses the 
ce the car hax traveled. 







needle 
da line indicating true north. | 





x can locate any stellar of 
ascension, 


decompose \,dé-kom-“pdz 

citiaistny. To break up into ___——1nds of elements 
Water till pecomrost into hydro, 20n if heated to 
a high-enough temperature. 


€D 


189 
jim leftwich 
525 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 


JUN 01 2016 





g Ss 6%; 

© ge Mt « pane Sep aaa : aes 
i se ¢ er (<. aoa ne 
; is Caee © ex : 
—9 7 


> 


382) a» 


Sai 






ately the length of time 
meridian, 





ak IVS ar IPA 





+ §oh 


1 fale 
— 


CF °« 
* 
9. 


= 


‘—ew 


-eabo 2u4 


JUN O21 2b 








JUN 12 2016 










jim leftwich: 
525 10th st 
roanonke va 2418 tica a, : fimai awa anit 








With Card 


32 oz or Aunt Jemima Syrup, 
A iti 24 fl oz; Select Varieties 


A ] : 
Jeni: “Jemima L's mq 


or Newman’s Own 
Salad Dressing, 
Select Varieties, 16 fl oz 


am de 





“>... 


~ 3 
er ye aaes Sk ae 
b : ae ~ : es a ’ 


Petey 





irae oS a 


jim nag 
525 rae SW JUN 17 2016) 


roanoke, va 24016 usa 





jim leftwich 
525 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 


guesses Philoctetes consolidation 





mature personified constellations 
collinearity apocynaceous flow 
dehumidified accidental dogbane 
ancestors sulphuretted periwinkle 
postmodern streams oleander 
penguin perigon restricted 
amour's changes subagency 





resemblance Beethoven navarino 


lollapalooza compared microfungus 








Nile toddlers overstress posited 





mealymouth Cratylus lexicality 





matters guesses Philoctetes consol 
course mature personified constell 


names collinearity apocynaceous fl 





lidation 


lations 





Ow 


once in dehumidified accidental dogbane 


course if ancestors sulphuretted periwinkle 


therefore postmodern streams oleander 


indeed penguin perigon re 


able gramn 





truth loll 


stricted 





the poor resemblance 





Beet 








single Nil 


mealymouth correctness Cratylus 


nar amour's changes subagency 


hoven navarino 


apalooza compared microfungus 


le toddlers overstress posited 





lexicality 





matters guesses Philoctetes 


consolidation such drachma 





course mature personified 





constellations of/a 


t education 


names collinearity apocynaceous 


flow drachma complete have 


£ 





once in dehumidifie 


accidental dogbane 


course i 
sulphure 


_ 


f ancestors 





tted periwi 


d which 
then 
question 
nkle only 





therefore postmoder 


oleander, 


tumbles i 


n streams not 





nto the sea 


indeed penguin perigon in Annandale 





restricted whether that dare 


able grammar amour's imposed name 


changes subagency learn, 


the poor resemblance open 





becaus 








Beethoven n 





Po 


microfungus investigation 


truth lollapalooza 





single Nile toddler 


overstress posited 





back 


to Rockville, 





correctness Cratylu 





W f= 











course of the great Prodicus, 


talked 


avarino 
compared 


S sooner 


nor go 





mealymouth 
s lexicality 





had not been poor, 





might have heard the fifty-drachma 
which is a complete education 





in grammar and language [...] and then I should have been at 
once able to answer your question about the correctness of 

















names. But, indeed, I have only heard the single-drachma 
course, and therefore, I do not know the truth about such 
matters" -- Socrates 





difficu lut 1 thix out 
demigods were eros 





is rigged becorn 
(1 

goldenwise 

And therefore I have t 





he most entire convict 
ion that he called th 








m demons, because the 





e 
y 
were daemones (knowing 
or wise), and in our o 
e 


lder Attic dialect th 


< 


word itself occurs. No 











w he and other poets s 





ay truly, t,hat when a 
good man dies he has h 
onour and a mighty por 
tion among the dead, a 
nd becomes a demon; wh 





ich is a name given to 





him signifying wisdom. 








And I say too, that ev 
ery wise man who happe 
ns to be a good man is 
more than human (daimo 
nion) both in life and 
death, and is righ,tly 
called a demon. 





frets bandwidth culpa 
blackouts maskanonge 
boyoma floatage remint 
raid foodless orthodontist 








Boca Raton palpitates 
mounts hauling meatman 











ultrasonicates columnists 


generalships prevent 





binominal hideaway 
chemoautotrophy 


anapsuchon 


Psuche is 
the only 
word translated 
"soul" in 
the New 
Testament. It 





occurs 105 





times, and 

is rendered "soul" 
58 times, 

"life" 40 


times, "mind" 





3 times, 

and "heart", 
"heartily", "us", 
and "you" 

once each. 


prre re th than any 
ti tir tire 
acknowledge 

which tl 

proba baba babba 
pro babbl babbler 
babblerring 

he name who was 
elief in the 
ncestors as they 
ross the street 





nd enter the 





heophile mind 
lf ru th ou 
kin to anlayz 








to oK 9 AQ 89 Oc 


he river Heraclitus 





names the Ocean 


a stream of thin 


truths, socks 





£ 


howling the fancy 





plausible, ridiculous 





meticulous nonsense, 
esia osia estia ousia, 
depart to feel the 





names of the 
people who 
inhabit the goat 


exprot the power of fact 


the shadows follow 





their fellow 
Apollo 


accordirth acres 





farming the foam 


Aires maddened by 
desires wanders 
the wrangled 
perfections 
oneself opens are 


lasso opinions 





derivative broth 
of the given, 


reasons become causes 
to imitate the 


vex) 


purifier 





haunts 





Napoleon apron 

mossy thighs declare 
whether in the 
muSical airports 
snow upon the muses 


refuse-knot 
the broken is 


palace of 

tragic lawnmowers 
or the goatish 
life 


by any means barbarian 
gothsmooth 

perpetual Hermes 
tuning the Sun 


has become the 
laboratory of 








speech 





emits the 





lettucemirror 





L Pl-or to 2OLf o1 16 














Oe Sy -Ob.O:°6 Oiol 














Oo10i O1 i 1 OITiOI i 














a oo Io OI i 














ol 1 ooili O 10] 

















ol ioi0Ioi ii i] 








© O10 Iii 010 i010 













































































00 OO O0CO oi; 

iIO 

OI oioi I0 o IO i 
IOoi 110 io 0 

OI oiOOIOIoOiIO i oj 

OI 

O1 O101 O O01 O10 I O ii 
oo110 




















O1LOI OTi oi oi1O oj 








emergency 
has this 
barrier 
to 


superfluous reflux easily 


picnic in Hellenic inference 





my belief is 





the purring in Esperanto 





has some very greasy 
Akashic record 

is as stark 

as property in the mouth 


these are not your expectations 





. these are not your expecta 


tions 





i 
2. these are not your expecta 
3 


tions 





. these are not your expecta 


tions 








4, these are not your expecta 


tions 














5. these are not your expecta 





tions 


*hape 


| de Seleuuehe (1) 7-9 Prva 





Spiral Sliced 

_ Spiral Sliced 
f Ham Dinner a 
, Just Heat & Enjoy! °* oz Cinna 


Mh 12@ King's 


ok 






6-10 ct or Pitsoury 
ts Grands iscuts, 12 ct 
|. ON a eh ee toto NE, 








